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Major GeoAiAl 7olm M. Wlltems 
ACots for latelligenc® ^ ^ 

Departm^it tiie Army 
WaEMngftcm, D. C. 




J- 





Dear General Willems: 


/7 



v5T 


I am in receipt of your letter dated 2 lanuary 1959 with 
regard to the Vm Deman Gles in which you tlmt a 

represaitatiye oi this Agtticy look into these fuss to d^ermine 
what interest we may ha^ in them. 

The information you furnished regarding tto files will be 
quite hel{)ful to us and we do appi^ci&te it. of the repi^ 
sentatives of my security office is in almost daily contact with 
the Central Becords f^ility at Fort BolaMrd and win make 
the necessary arrangemmite for acKsese to the whenever 
a check of them is in order. 


I would like to take this occaslcm to mipresB my idncere 
gratihnte for the Sfdendid cooperaticm wtiidh has be^ aibrdci^ 
to our liaison r^resentatives by die personnel of tte Central 
Recoil Facility. They have been unimoaUy l^lpM and it hum 
materially assisted us in meetiiig our otdigadons. 

Hease accept my personal thanks for your cooperation 
and assistaiu» in this and other mattes of mutual interest 


Army review(s) 
completed. 


STAT 



Distribution: 

Orig, and 1 - Addressee 


1 - Exec. Re g> , 

1 — DCI 'J j'-.ii'f 'o , . . • • ■ --y 


All^ DuUes 
Director 


t r,’ ' ' 
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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF FOR INTELLIGENCE 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

\n}' ^ 


scutivo 


Mr. Allen W. Dulles 

Director of Central Intelligence 

2^30 "E" Street, N. W. 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Dulles: 

Further investigation of the matter of the Van Deman files leads 
me to propose that yotir own representative look into these files to 
fulfil your Interest therein. 

Attached is a memorand.um dated l8 August I958 which describes in 
detail the content of the Van Deman files, together with a brief his- 
tory of their development. 

These files are currently located at the Central Records Facility, 
Fort Holabird, Baltimore, Maryland. They are being maintained and 
serviced as a separate file reference and will not be incorporated into 
the main reference files. The exact mmiber of separate files is not 
known; however, the files occupy seventy-eight linear feet of storage 
space . 

Research is facilitated by a comprehensive master index system 
which references the files by general subjects, personalities, organ- 
izations, addresses and telephone numbers. 

The contents of the files are available to all accredited U. S. 
governmental agencies. Access by your representative can be arranged 
through your liaison officers at the Central Records Facility. 

If I or my office can be of further assistance in this matter, I 
hope you will not hesitate to call upon me. 


With warmest regards and best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


1 Incl 
a/s 


Lyi/\_su) ijt- 

JOHN M. WILLEMS 
Major General, GS 
ACofS for Intelligence 
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HEADQUARTERS SIXTH UNITED STATES ARMY 
Presidio of San Francisco j California 
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff, 02 


18 Aijgust 1958 


MEE-IORANDUM 

SUBJECT: The Van Deaan Files - Description and Use 

!• GENERAL : 

a. The VAN DEMAN Files consist of indices and back-up documents, 
all collected and coapiled by Major General Ralph Henry VAN DH4AN, (RHVL), 

U.S, Array (Retired), made his heme in San Diego, Califcmia, after his 
retireiaent from the Army in 1929 and until his death in January 1952» The 
files cover the activities of subversive individuals, organizations and 
publications principally in the West Coast Area but also covering many other ^ 
parts of the United States, Hawaii, Alaska, tlie Canal Zone and Baja Cal^ornia, 
as related to the West Coast activities. Most of the material in the files 
came fresn private confidential sources and informants developed by General 

Van Deman, Upon the death of General Van Deman in January 1952, his files ^ 
were assigned to the Department of the Army aiKi delivered to the AC of S, G2, 
Hq Sixili US Amy, Presidio of San Francisco, California, where they became 
part of the files of the G2 Section® 

b. In 1955 nanes of individuals appearing in the RHVD files were 
placed in the Master Personality Index* Central Records Facility , and since 
that time have been a source of information on individuals for all users of 
that index, in addition to continued use by Sixth US Array G2, CIC and other 
Government Agencies in Sixth US Army area. When information was required 
by another Amy area on an individual appearing in the RHVD files (obtained 
on a file check in the Master Personality Index), such infonaation was sum- 
marized by OAC of S, G2, Sixth US Army, and forwarded to the requester. 

2. KEY LIST : 

a. Each Item on an RHVD item card indicates the source of the in- 
fomsation. In some instances the source was a publication, in which in- 
stance that source is revealed on the card (e.g., "FW”, indicating the 
source as ”PE0PLE»S WORLD", or as "Library No, 413”, which indicates a 
publication under that nxsiber filed in the RHVD Library). The private 
sources and informants of RHVD, however, are indicated on the cards by 
symbols (e.g,, B- 31 , A-9, C«2 , D-30 etc.). A Key List, classified CONFl- 
liNTIAL, identifies these sources, 

3o DESCRIPTION OF THE RHVD FILES ; 


a, REFERENCE FILES; These consist mainly of documents obtained 
from private sources and informants, mostly agents* periodic reports, 
each showing the date and the code symbol of the source or Informant, 
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Each report wee crosa-refereneed ^ TsTererSt ftSf ‘ 

zations mentioned therein an ® ^ ^ greater portion are reports 

for reference to each septate ^ aL individuals are 

on organizaUons, m the order in which they were re- 
mentioned. The documents were , . order, ten doc’jir.ents to a 

r„rr;LrSord^ertrtr/"pr:nx 

Srri.'f'=JarmSioh"orS^I®TIAL, th, highest dasslflcatioh, 
of documents filed therein* 

K LTHRARY- Consists of books, booklets, pamphlets, etc., col- 
i„ted h^EHvi wor his so^cs 

secutivs d puSlLtiCdS in the Llbrsrj file are 

SLrd in the SWh card indices, to refe^l^ to^th. 

ff^he^ette? toSirFed^aS™, Eos Angeles, California 

gt^fn,uch Lsistance U. General Van ^aLToeneral 

furnished some be^allowed to take those library 

sSr2hed"?his ias done and the missing numbers from the 
numbers which she wisnea, Ker-’s personal publications. 

Library file are all 1-lie veo to - Library^^raaterial 

Missing numbers are tabulated on the pacKxng xx. 

is CMCLASSIFIED. 

e. FQLKSs Consist of separate, sometimes voluminous 

each on a separate subject, e.g., ^ aoeei^ieragitation vhich 

organization; a -jies of leaflets 

was Cormnunxst hase of Nazi activities, etc., etc. 

certain strikes, etc.}, a cer a. p order in which received. 

The folios are numbered . p co;(F;uB;TrAL. 

numbered 1 thru 72, and take a clas.i, ication oj 

d. SPECIAL »C-2" KIEfd Consists of Office of 
Eleventh Naval Wstrict fanfold reports on 

A thru Z. Reference to this file is by use J j,, 

card In sow inst. 3 .nces that symool is al-^ « i-ir-tpo on the 

caro. /n sop^ X , . j. ther sources may be listeta on tne 

other -stances, add, t oral item. J "0«. 

Zsl Disfric;," a" iralso the source of other 

Reference Files and/or hL'^tS^'lette^s «c! 2 "^and^nothing else 

woros, xl a caru on ^ ^ "C-2” file on that indiviaual: 

on the card, th:.s the so,u*ce is shown only 

likewise if an -Lem ..s . xt- ru ^ "C-2" ^ile. However, if the 

QQ ” 0 — 0 ^* rpf^r^^Tice xs !Tiade u> tnn. 5pef‘*al *v a i 

; iard Shovs, for example! " CP Qrranitar ■ oo s Angeles q?x . 7 i- 
re”) (Cma « thin reference wild be made to a document under Re- 

of which a««*fc»5;S 

Special C-2 File is classified C0dFxDi.Nl .a. Al. 
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e, PHOTO ALBUM: Consists of photographs of individuals and 

groups thereof, nmbered consecutively in the order in which received, 
and filed in consecutive ntanerical order in a large album. These consist 
of police ”mug” pictures. Military and Naval identification photos, snap- 
shots, press photos, etc., etc. On an item card reference is made to this 
file by Photo Number shown thereon. The Photo Album is UNCLASSIFIED, 

f, MISCELLANEOUS DOCJOMENTS: Consist of various types of docu- 

ments generally not numbered nor alphabetized, sraae of which were apparently 
on hand at the death of General ^an Leman and never catalougued, some of 
vrtiich, however, were cross-referenced to item cards in the indices* 

Sever^ folders appear to be correspondence between RhYD and personal in- 
formants; others contain copies of police records on individuals; one 
small group contains Strategic Intelligence Information mmbered in J- 
series and M— aeries; and one large section contains a series of studies 

on Communist Party and CP front activities apparently ccmpiled by the 
Better America Federation for use by ttie (Dies) House CcWittee on Un- 
American Activities, These Miscellaneous docments take a classification 
of CONFIDENTIAL. 

g, PUBLICATIONS: These comprise actual copies of certain sub- 

versive newspapers (CALIFORNIA EAGLE, DAILY WORKER, WESTERN WORKER and its 
successor, the PEOPLE’S WORLD sometimes referred to as the DAILY PEOPLE’S 
WORLD), and some copies of the NATIONAL REPUBLIC Magazine, AH are filed 
chronologically. All of these publications are referenced on item cards 
of both individuals and organizations mentioned therein. The newspapers 
are referenced by name and the NATIONAL REPUBLIC by Symbol D— 30, The 
Publications Files are UNCLASSIFIED, 

4, index. The RH7D Indices appear on cards, size 3~7/8“ x 6”, in 
several different sections, as follows: 

a, PERSCH\lI'lELt Filed by name of the individual, alphabetically, 

A thru Z; aliases of the individuals also appear on cards in the index, 
each referring back to the item card filed under the person’s key name. 

Each item card contains separate items (on some card only one it®a 
appears), each item indicating the information on hand, its source, the 
location of the basic document in the HHVD files and the date of the 
basic document. Attached as Annex A is an example of a representative 
RHVD index card on an individual. As explained in foregoing paragraph 
1, names of individuals in the RHVD index also appear in the Master 
Personality Index; however, the CRF card on a personality referring to 
the RHVD file cannot be used alone as it does not contain itms ir^ 
dicating where in the file information on that person is located. The 
CRF Master Personality Index Card contains name, address (if any) and 
the s 3 rmbol "RHVD6A", only. Hence, the RHVD personality cards cannot be 
discarded simply because they are duplicated by name in the Master Per- 
sonality Index, 

Note: scane RHVD personality cards have a CRF Dossier number written in 

pencil at the top of the card. This indicates that the information trcm 
the RHVD file on that person has been summarized and placed in that per- 
son’s dossier of that number. This was accomplished when the Master Per- 
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sonaltiy Index was accessible in the office of the AC of S, S2. Hq Sixth 
US Amy. 



b* CEGANIZATIONS: Item cards on Organizations (incliKiing Unions) 

sr« filed alphabetically by nainej A thru Z. Aliases or other naaes of such 
Organizations also appear on cards in the index, each referring back to the 
item card under the key name. As on a personality card, the organizational 
it^ card contains separate it^s, each itae indicating the information on 
hand, its source, the location of the basic document in the RHVD files and 
the date of the basic docmuOTt. The explanation givai under foregoing para- 
graph Aa, is also applicable to itraa cards on organizationse Brea the Photo 
File may be referred to on an organizational item card, if ths photo was of 
a group of individuals of that organizaticm. 

e» LIBRARYt It^ cards on names of books, bo^lets, ai^ other 
publications, filed alphabetically, A thru X* If the publication apj^ars 
in the RHVD Library file (par 3b), the Library Pile Number is shoMn on the 
card. However, in many instances, the reference on the card is only to a 
Reference File (par 3a)# or a Folio (par 3c), etc,, in which the subject 
publication may be aenticaied. 

d« STRATEGIC INTELUGENCBt Filed alphabetically, by subject, ®Air 
Ports" thru "War", cards generally refer to a small group of folders bearing 
symbol numbers **J" and filed with the Miscellaneous Soctisaeats (par 3f)* 

e* STREETS! Cards bearing names of streets, filed alphabetically, 

A thru Z, Tlwsse street name cards each bear the name of the city in which 
the street is located and the number on that street %ihere a person of 
intelligence interest lived or an organization held meetings, and the pert- 
inent dates. These cards apparently were used to ascertain the naae of the 
person or organization concerned when an address, only, was known. Locations 
concerned cover all areas frc*B which RHVD received infonaation. 

f* SPECIAL LISTINGS! Cards under the following categories, 
filed as indicated (locations concerned cover all areas frcra whidi RHVD 
received infomation)! 

(1) POST OFFICE BOXES! Cards filed by nvmber, each card 
listing the city in which the Post Office is located, and the holder of the 
P,0, Bex, as well as the pertinent date is indicated, 

(2) TELEPHONE NUMBERS! Cards filed alphabetically by names of 
cities in which the telephone is located. Each card lists the city name, 
plus all telephone numbers in that city of intelligence interest, together 
with name of person or organization concerned and pe rtinent date, 

(3) STREETS! (Numbered) Cards bearing titles of Numbered 
streets, filed nmerically, 1st Street thru 603rd Street, These cards each 
bear the name of the city in which the street is located and the msaber 

on that street where a person of intelligence interest lived or an organi- 
zation held meetings, and the pertinent dates* 
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g* The 1H?D card indices are nnclaasified® 


5 
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